January 2021 Newsletter
Happy New Year! We are hopeful that the year 2021 will
be full of blessings and prosperity.
We are happy to inform you that our main hospital has
resumed offering services on Saturday. We are open
from 8.00am to 1.00pm.

COMMUNITY REFERRAL SYSTEM
PROGRAM
In 2020, the Covid -19 pandemic greatly affected our
community outreach activities and programs. The
vulnerable patients and the underserved communities
were mostly affected as we were not to carry out
community outreach programs in large crowds through
camps to avoid the spread of the Covid 19 virus. This
has necessitated us to come up new with strategies
and solutions to meet our vision of eliminating
preventable blindness through the Community Referral
System [CRS] program.

WORLD BRAILLE DAY:
On 04.01.2021, we joined the world in
commemorating the World Braille Day. World
Braille Day, celebrated since 2019, is observed to
raise awareness of the importance of Braille as a
means of communication in the full realization of
the human rights for blind and partially sighted
people.

The Community Referral System that we are piloting is
a door-to-door eye screening initiative program to
identify cataracts and other eye conditions. This
process is conducted by trained cataract finders who
undertake door to door visits in various counties across
the country to screen the patients. The screening is
done using a phone installed app known as Peek
Acuity. Peek Acuity is a smartphone-based vision
check app developed by eye experts to allow anyone to
check visual acuity using only an Android smartphone.
Upon screening, they then are guided and referred to
the hospital for further treatment.

Cataract Finders from Left Mr. Douglas Onsongo and Mr. Julius Ateka

Mr. Onsongo examining a patient at Gachuba Division

Ongoing two – day CRS training at the hospital

Mr. Paul Kiage showing Mr. Onsongo how to use the visual acuity app.
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